
The Profession of Women- Virginia Wolf 

The essay is an adaptation of the speech that Virginia Woolf gave at the 

National Society for Women’s Service on January 21, 1931. 

Woolf highlights the importance of women’s independence regarding both 

their professional and private life; employment is an important aspect of a 

woman’s life and a fundamental step to equality and self-sufficiency, which 

was still unknown to the majority of women. 

Woolf’s point is that being a woman and a writer is not as “dangerous and 

impertinent” as being a doctor, or a lawyer can be; at least as long as said 

woman remains silent and keeps from harshly criticizing the work of her male 

colleagues: kindness, tenderness and a sort of devotion are necessary if a 

woman intends to keep working in a field wholly dominated by a patriarchal 

hierarchy. 

Discussed in the article “Professions for Women” by Virginia Woolf are the 

obstacles women face when trying to become a professional writer. Woof 

narrates her challenges to becoming a writer by explaining the many negative 

thoughts she faces as well as thinking about how the experience is while 

working in a field that consists of many men. Through her essay, Woolf 

explains her lifestyle as a writer by cheerfully conveying the idea of what 

needs to be accomplished in order for one to achieve their desired 

profession. 

Modern day women still face the problem where society treats women 

differently than they do men. Woolf attempts to inform her readers that 

women can become anything they set their minds to by battling their 

negative thoughts and actions. As Woolf states, “What could be easier than 

to write articles and to buy Persian cats with the profits?” (Woolf 283). She 

explains how easy it is to become a writer by being confident in her work and 

the action she took to get there. 
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Woolf shifts from describing the process of writing to describing an obstacle. 

Woolf encapsulates the essence of female expectations by citing the Angel in 

the House. The Angel in the House references a narrative poem written in the 

nineteenth century to describe the ideal Victorian woman. Woolf illustrates 

the Angel in the House “as shortly as [she] can” in order to acknowledge her 

audience and to make her speech brief and comprehensible for the listening 

women. Through employing anaphora, Woolf explains, “she was intensely 

sympathetic...intensely charming...utterly unselfish…” These descriptions are 

standards for women which the Angel in the House embodied. Woolf 

expands the audience’s understanding of the Angel in the House by providing 

concrete examples of her self-sacrificing nature. This is juxtaposed with 

Woolf’s behavior; Woolf purchased a Persian cat instead of using her earnings 

to purchase something more practical. Her impractical tendencies are 

contrasted with the selflessness of the Angel in the House, outwardly 

depicting that Woolf challenged her expectations as a woman. 
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