
The Old Man at the Bridge-Ernest Hemingway 

Hemingway contrasts the crowd of people all moving forward together with the old man sitting 

still all by himself. He is clearly alienated from the rest of the evacuees. The soldiers are helping 

to keep the carts going, but they don’t seem to be helping individual people. They maintain a 

degree of detachment from the desperate evacuees. The deadly war makes its approach known 

through the soldier’s scouting and the people fleeing. 

The narrator shows decent intentions by engaging the old man in conversation when everyone 

else has ignored him. However, his genuine engagement seems limited, as he is distracted from 

the man’s story by anticipating the fighting to come. His aloofness strikes the reader as more 

regrettable because of how Hemingway humanizes the old man, who smiles when speaking of 

his hometown and bravely sought to protect his animals like a humble shepherd. 

The old man confirms his lack of close social ties, revealing that he has only the animals to share 

his life with. While both he and the cat must be self-sufficient to survive, readers have more faith 

in the cat’s fate than in the man’s, as he is not making an effort to save himself. The man avoids 

speaking directly about death, but the intensity of his anxiety suggests that their deaths are on 

indeed on his mind. 

The narrator wants to know whether the old man has political affiliations, which would reveal his 

side in the war. The old man says he has “no politics,” which shows his alienation from the 

ideologies that so many other people feel so strongly about. The narrator’s objection to the old 

man’s statement that he can go no further leads readers to believe that death awaits if he stays 

where he is. Like the old man, the narrator does not directly mention death, but merely says that 

the old man shouldn’t stop here. The old man remarks that he does not know anyone in 

Barcelona, illustrating that he is not thinking about immediate survival but rather about his future 

quality of life, now that he has been forcibly separated from his animals and the hometown he 

loved. 


